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DISSERTATION COMPLETED: JAINA ASTRONOMY 
In February of 1978, Dr. Sajjan Singh Lishk was awarded the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy by Panjabi University, Patiala 
(India). Dr. Lishk worked under the supervision of Dr. S.D. 
Sharma of the Department of Physics. The subject of-fhe disser- 
tation was the mathematical analysis of the post-Vedanga pre- 
Siddhantic data in Jaina astronomy. Anyone wishing to obtain 
reprints may write to Dr. S.S. Lishk, P.O. Kanjla, via Ladda 
148034, District Sangrur, Panjab, India. 
DISSERTATION COMPLETED: THE HISTORY 
OF LINEAR OPTIMALIZATION 
Dr. Sonja Brentjes has recently completed her dissertation, 
“Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der linearen Optimierung (LO) von 
den Anfingen bis zur Konstituierung als selbstgndige mathematische 
Theorie--eine Studie zum Problem der Entstehung mathematischer 
Disziplinen im 20. Jahrhundert” (“Researches on the history of 
linear optimalization (LO) from its beginnings to its constitu- 
tion as an independent mathematical theory--a study in the 
problem of the origins of mathematical disciplines in the 20th 
century”). For some indication of the results contained in 
this dissertation, interested readers should consult two of 
Dr. Brentjes’ recent articles, “Bemerkungen zum Beitrag von 
Julius Farkas zur Theorie der linearen Optimierung” and “Der 
Beitrag der sowjetischen Wissenschaftler zur Entwicklung der 
Theorie der linearen Optimierung,” both in NTM-Schriftenreihe 
fir Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften, Technik und Medizin 13 
(1976), pp. 21-23 and 105-110, respectively. For additional- 
information and more details concerning Dr. Brentjes’ disserta- 
tion, she may be contacted at the Karl-Sudhoff-Institut der 
Karl-Marx-Universitgt, DDR-701 Leipzig, Talstrasse 33. 
DISSERTATION IN PROGRESS: HENSEL'S p-ADIC NUMBERS 
A historical study is being done to probe the early history 
and development of Hensel’s p-adic numbers. Anyone with any 
information or bibliography regarding this topic, please notify 
Ely Stern c/o Professor Ken Goldberg, NYU Department of Math 
Education, Washington Square, New York, New York 10003. 
PROJECT ON THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS IN CANADA 
At its 1978 annual meeting the Canadian Society for the 
History and Philosophy of Mathematics agreed to support a project 
to solicit and publish material on the history of mathematics as 
it relates specifically to Canada and/or Canadians. The pro j ect 
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is envisaged as a 3- to 4-year effort which will result in the 
publication of a number of monographs, each containing several 
papers. 
We are seeking material on the mathematics of the Indian 
and Inuit peoples as well as on the mathematics and mathematicians 
of the French and English regimes in Canada. We are interested in 
biographical data on prominent mathematicians who have contributed 
to the research and development of mathematics in Canada. Our 
interest extends to outstanding personalities who have been prac- 
titioners of mathematics in the fields of science and technology: 
engineers, surveyors, and astronomers. Another broad area to be 
explored is mathematics education. Many educators have contribu- 
ted greatly to the establishment of school systems and curricula 
which have influenced the directions and the level of mathematical 
culture in Canada. Some institutions also have played direct or 
indirect roles in the development of mathematics: National 
Research Council, Royal Society of Canada, Canadian Mathematical 
Congress, various mathematics teachers’ organizations. There 
have also been developments in the application of mathematics 
to statistics, the actuarial sciences and computing which have 
taken place in the Canadian context. Finally, there are always 
gifted amateurs outside of the established groups who may have 
enlivened the mathematical scene in Canada. 
Deadlines for the receipt of papers is at least 2 years 
away, but anyone who is interested in submitting a contribution 
is asked to write to the project director: Dr. Michael P. Closs, 
Department of Mathematics, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario, 
KlN 9B4, Canada. 
If you have any suggestions concerning material to be in- 
cluded or individuals who should be approached for a contribut- 
tion please contact us. All submitted papers will be subject 
to a refereeing process before being accepted for publication 
in the proposed monograph series. All participants in the 
project will be kept informed of its development by means of 
regular progress reports. 
A comprehensive study of the history of mathematics in Canada 
makes a survey of existing source materials necessary. To support 
and to complement the history project we invite all members of 
the mathematical community to provide us with information con- 
cerning existing or planned collections of archival material 
which could possibly be of benefit to us. Communications about 
this aspect of the project should be directed to: Dr. Viktors 
Linis, Department of Mathematics, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, 
Ontario, KlN 9B4, Canada. 
